Lessons from St. Francis of Assisi Assignment

Mr. Martin, Computers, Stella Maris Academy

The Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi is on October 4.  With this assignment you will celebrate the life of St. Francis and, more importantly, reflect upon what his life means to you in our modern society.

While St. Francis lived about 800 years ago, he remains one of the most beloved saints. St. Francis loved animals and all of nature as creations of God. St. Francis deeply loved the poor and sick and reached out to them when others would not. St. Francis gave up material things so that he could focus all of his energies on serving other people and God. He was joyful even when he was in need or sick. He speaks to us today when we are damaging our earth, when many remain poor and hungry, when many are in despair, and when many are consumed by obtaining more and more material things.

In the first part of this assignment, you will do some brief research about St. Francis. What did he stand for? What can you learn from his life today?  Read “St. Francis of Assisi: Why He's the Patron of Ecology,”  “Who Was St. Francis?,”  “Saint of the Day”, and “Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation,” all at americancatholic.org.

In the second part, select at least 6 important lessons that St. Francis’ life teaches us. You will write those lessons as titles to PowerPoint slides. 

In the third part, you will select a photograph for each of your titles that illustrates or symbolizes the title. For example, if you have as a lesson, “Respect nature and recognize it as a creation of God,” you might have a beautiful photograph of some aspect of nature. Alternately, you might have a photo of someone cleaning up the beach. If you have as a lesson, “ Help the sick,” you might have a photograph a person helping a sick person. If you have as a lesson, “Be joyful,” you might have a photo of a family laughing. You may only use photographs, not clip art, drawings, etc. The photographs must have excellent artistic qualities appropriately using composition, light, focus, color, view, creatively and similar qualities you learned about in the Kodak Picture of the Day assignment. The photos should be of high enough resolution so they are clear. The Kodak Pictures of the Day are a good source of photos.  Assuming you have you Internet Permission Slip signed, you can also try other sources, however. You can also include photos you have taken in digital form.

You will turn your completed slide show by putting it in your folder. Name the file yournameFrancis.ppt. For example, sallystudentFrancis.ppt.   
