Stella Maris Academy 2006-2007

Grade 8 Mathematics
Mr. Martin


Welcome! Eighth grade math can be challenging, but also useful and interesting. Yes, give it a chance! It is also important to master the concepts this year to have a firm foundation for high school. We will be using Prentice Hall, Mathematics, Pre-Algebra (2004) as our text and will be learning most of the material in the text. The key steps to success in this class are to listen carefully, ask questions when you do not understand, do all assignments and homework to the best of your ability, and seek additional help when needed. I am usually available after school to help. Just ask.


We will use the Social Skills Program developed at Boys Town and utilized throughout Stella Maris Academy. The Social Skills Program allows us to learn all we can in a loving and caring environment with the support of each other. In this way we follow God’s command to love God, our neighbor and ourselves. If the social skills are not followed, a teaching interaction will result. You may loose a point each time you do not follow the social skills or the rules below.
Rules


1. Follow the social skills, the teacher’s directions, the class procedures and the school rules.

2. Do not talk without the teacher’s permission. Raise your hand and wait to be called on to talk.

3. Remain in your seat unless you have the teacher’s permission to leave your seat.

4. Treat everyone and their property with respect.

Class Procedures


Class procedures are how the class does things.  The teacher may change class procedures as needed.

1. Be ready.  Come to class ready to work and learn. Have at least two sharp pencils and a pen with you. You can expect quizzes at any time without advance notice. 

2. Homework.  Homework is usually assigned every evening except Friday evening. You can expect homework to take up to approximately 30 minutes each night if you are working efficiently. If a student has diligently worked at least 30 minutes on math homework and does not understand it, a parent may write a note saying this and requesting that the student be given more time. This policy should not be used frequently and assumes the student paid attention in class.

 Homework is due at the beginning of class the next day. If your homework is missing or significantly incomplete you must complete a Missing or Incomplete Homework form as in other classes. A missing assignment is due the following day and results in an automatic loss of 10%.

Homework should be done at home by the student.  In math you must show your work.  If you do not show your work you may receive no credit. Calculators are not allowed on any assignment unless I state otherwise. There is usually a direct connection between the time and effort spent on homework and grades on tests.  Be diligent! I am happy to meet with students after school if they need help.
3. Recording Homework Assignments. Students are responsible for recording homework assignments in their student planner in class everyday. In addition, homework assignments will usually be posted on Mr. Martin’s Web Site, www.mrmartinweb.com, which is also linked at the school’s Web site, www.stellamarisacademy.org .  Mr. Martin’s website should only be viewed as a backup. If an assignment is not posted on mrmartinweb, students are nevertheless responsible for timely turning the assignment in.

4. Homework Notebook. Unless stated otherwise, homework is done in your homework notebook which is separate from your class notebook. Label the front with the word “Math 8 Homework” and your name. Show all work when solving problems.  Be neat. Answer questions completely. Date and clearly label the assignment. For example, page 57, #s 2-56 evens.  Use the front and back of each page. Do not skip pages. Your homework notebook will be collected periodically for a grade. Generally, each assignment is worth ten points.

5. Class Notebook.  Your class notebook is an important reference tool.  Label the front with the word “Math 8 Class” and your name. Take notes carefully.  If the teacher is writing something down on the board or overhead, you should be writing it down in your journal unless the teacher says otherwise.  Show all work when solving problems.  Be neat. Answer questions completely. Date and title each day’s work.  Use the front and back of each page. Do not skip pages. Your lab notebook will be collected periodically for a grade.

6. Seats.  Seats are assigned according to the seating chart. 

7.  Restroom.  You must ask the teacher’s permission to use the restroom. Use the restroom during breaks and at lunch.  

8. Paper Headings. Use the following form for paper headings unless instructed otherwise.
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